
I{AGRA Pt-P FUIL-FU1{CT|0I{ PREAMP Although a little cooler in the upper midrange and darker
overal l  than the real thing, the Nagra PL-P is an extremely excit ing piece of audio gear to l is-
ten to. Its low end is the most tlynarnic JV has heard from a tuhe unit-taut, deep, extremely
well-defined, and senstrtionally powerful. Though not the last word in bloom, its midrange is
also highly competit ive with the best, thanks to the PL-P's krw noise f loor (this is a battery-
powered unit).  Although i t  may seem a bit  "super-charged" in rhe treble on sorne (nor al l)  clas-
sical and trcoustic music, i t  is a stone ki l ler whcn i t  comes to jazz and pop. l t  is also the single
sexiest crrmponent JV has ever played with. Great sound in a sui gerreris package. [ReuiewedbJ
/V in Fi VoL.3 , #2, Febnrarl 19981
ProducUFeatur€s: Full-function tul.re-powcred prearnp, with internal battery power supply and
external AC charger/ l)C converter; Moclulometer; stereo/mono switchl internal tuhe-rirner (to

signal when you need to retube); internal tr im p1r15 for l /C) level-matching, transfrrrmer coupled
hcaclphone ()utpLlts; phono stage with user-sclectable loading; J l ine level, I  phono, I  tape in-
puts (al l  RCA); I  tape, 2 l ine out, t  heaclphone ()utputs (al l  RCA) Compatibi l i ty: Any front end
c()mp()nents with RCA ()utputs and ampli f iers with RCA inputs. (A superior match with the
Goldrnund SR-Ms and Auiiio Research arnplifiers.) Incompatibili$: Balanced-only components
must be connected with adapters. Set-up and Maintenance: The Nagra offers you such a plerhora
of functions that it may take a little time finding your way aroun,l the unit. Fear nor: like all
Swiss products the PL-P is thoroughly well-designed. Although the lv{odulometer (a big meter
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in rhe cenrer of the faceplate) is really more window dressing than anything else, it can be used

ro trim balance precisely. It's certainly fun to look at. Like the Atma-Sphere, the Nagra sounds

better with irs rop cover off. Other Products tO Consider: VAC CPA I MK II, Atma-Sphere MP-

1 Mk. II. Price:$9500




